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The assignee has herewith requested to take action in the pTosecution in this 
patent application and has established its rv^M to do so. 

Further, after diligent effort, the in^'entors for the present pateat application could 
not be found or reached at their last knowii. addresses. The last two t nown addresses for 
the first named inventor, Denis Choiilet:e, are 8 rue Violet, 750:v5 Paris, FRANCE 
(hereinafter "Denis Choulette's jSrst known address") and 7 rue Beguinage, 59800 Lille, 
FRANCE (hereinafter "Denis Choulette's second known address"). The last known 
address for the second named inventor, Hoiigtao Liao, is 4 rue du Car.al, 78180 Montigny 
Le Bretonneux, FRANCE, As shown by Exhibits A-C, the inventors of the present 
patent application could not be found or reiiched at their last known addresses. Exhibit A 
shows the following. 

o A copy of a pink postal slip, known as Notices, of Reception of a 
Certified Corresponden;:e, addressed to Denis Choulette's first known 
address with "X" markiugs through this address; 
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• A copy of a brown em^elope addressed to Denis Choulette's &st 
know address with "X" marking through this address, handwritten 
notes indicating "Addreiiis Unknown," and a posted stamp indicating 
"Return to Sender;" and 

• A copy of a letter sent to Denis Choulette requesting signature of 
declaration, in addition tD exhibits as enclosures. 

Exhibit B shows the following. 

• A copy of a pink postal slip, known as Notices of Reception of a 
Certified Correspondence, addressed to Denis Choulette's second 
known address with "X" markings through this address; and 

• A copy of a letter ser.it to Denis Choulette requesting signature of 
declaration. 

Exhibit C shows the foUowi ag. 

• A copy of a pink postal slip, known as Notices, of Reception of a 
Certified Correspondemre, addressed to Hongtao Liao's known address 
with "X" markings through this address; 

• A copy of a brown envelope addressed to Hongtio Liao's first know 
address with "X" marLcing through this address, handwritten notes 
indicating "Address Uriknown,"and a postal stamp indicating '"Return 
to Sender;" and 

• A copy of a letter sent to Hongtao Liao requesting signature of 
declaration, in addition to exhibits as enclosures. 
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The above Exhibits clearly indicate that the named inventors (sould not be found 
or reached at their last known addresses. 

Accordingly, on behalf of the mveni;ors, as the assignee of the entire right of this 
patent application and having requested to take action in the prosecution of this patent 
application, it is declared that I, /^AxvpA/ \/\0^X am empowered to sign this 
statement on behalf of Thomson Licensing S.A., and hereby declare the following facts: 

1. Canal-fSociete Anonyme is the assignee of the present application, /.e., U.S. 
Patent Application No. 09/786,151. 

2. Canal+Societe Anonyme assigpied its business called Mediahighway to 
Mondial Plus in October 1999. Upon the transfer, Mondial Plus changed its 
company name and became CanaH- Technologies, 

3. In May 2000, Canal+ Technolcigies and SEC A were merg:ed and absorbed by 
Financiere de Technologies. AX the merger date, Financiisre de Technologies 
changed its name to Canal+ Technologies. 

4. Thomson acquired Canal+ Teclanologies, and the patent application was then 
transferred from CanaH- Technologies to Thomson LicerLsing S.A. Thomson 
(empowered by Thomson Licensing S.A.) now has the authority to make this 
request. 
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5. The invention in the present ap plication was conceived, diligently pursued, 
and constructively reduced to prnctice under our ownership. 

6. The invention in the present application was conceived prictr to June 12, 1998, 
the earliest filing date of U.S. Patent No. 6,308,273. 

7. The conception, due diligence, and constmctive reduction to practice of the 
present application prior to J\me 12, 1998 is evidenwid by at least the 
following Exhibits D-F. 

- Exhibit D shc-ws a document describir.g file handling in 
FLASH by Hongtao Liao, one of the naraed inventors. The 
document as sl:iown in Exhibit D was cotnpleted on January 
27, 1998 and forwarded to David Hawkes. 

- Exhibit E shov/s a document describing the conception of the 
middleware system by JF Bertrand, The document as shown 
in Exhibit E was completed on June 5, 1998 and forwarded to 
David Hawkes and Hongtao Liao, 

- Exhibit F shows a letter with enclosures dated June 1 8, 1998, 
which was seat to Dr. Paul Cozens of the patent agents, 
Mathjrs & Sqiiire in London, United Kingdom, requesting 
preparation of a patent application of the present invention, 

- Exhibit G shows a letter dated June 23, 1998 from Dr. Paul 
Cozens in res]:Jonse to the June 18*** lette r indicating that the 
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contents of liie enclosures of the June 18'** letter were being 

reviewed, 

- Exhibit H show:5 a letter dated August 19, 1998 from Andrew 
Booth of Malhys & Squire forwarding a draft of the 
specification to David Hawkes for comments. The letter also 
requested that ti copy of the draft be forwarded to Hangtao 
Liao. 

- Exhibit I showi; a letter dated September 3, 1998 from David 
Hawkes to Andy Booth, including David Hawkes' comments 
on the draft of the specification. 

- We further note that sometime between September 3, 1998 
and September 16, 1998, a final nou -provisional patent 
application dei.cribing the present mventic>n was received by 
Hongtao Liao and Denis Choulette. This final non- 
provisional patent application was approved by September 
16^ at the latent 

8. The invention described in the present application i?vas conceived and 
continued to be diUgently worked on and/or used fix>m, at least, the dates 
established by Exhibits DJ until, at least, the date of constructive reduction to 
practice was established by tlue filing of European Patent Application No. 
98402290,5 with the French Patent Office on September 1 6, 1 998. 
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9. The above Exhibits clearly disclose that each and every element of the claims 
of U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/786,151 was in the possession of 
Canal-f Societe Anonyme prior to the effective date of U.S. Patent No, 
6,308,273, namely, June 12, 1998. In particular, the abovtj exhibits exphcitly 
show that: 

assigr.ing a plurality of sets of access rights to the 
data, each set of access rights being assigned to at least one 
party; 

storing the sets of access rights and identifiers for 
the parties wi thin the data; 

transmitting the data to at least one 
receiver/deccider; and 

at the receiver/decoder having a memory, 
downloading and storing the transmitted! data in tiie 
memory of the receiver/decoder; 

comparing the identifier of a party requesting access 
to the data wi th the identifiers stored in the memory; and 

provii^g the party with the set i}f access rights 
assigned ttiei eto in the memory of the nj(;eiver/decoder. 

10. The Exhibits also clearly sh':)W that the following elements was in the 
possession of CanalH- Societe .Anonyme prior to the earliest effective filing 
date of U.S. Patent No. 6,308,273: 
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means for comparing the identifier of a party 
requesting access to the data with the identifiers stored in 
the memory; \md 

mean5i for providing the party wi';h the set of access 
rights assigned thereto in the memory of the 
receiver/decoder, 

11. The Exhibits also clearly show that the following ekiments was in the 
possession of Canal+ Societe .^Vnonyme prior to the earliest effective fiUng 
date of U.S, Patent No. 6,308,273: 

means for assigning a plurality of sets of access 
rights to the data, each of the access rights being assigned 
to at least ontJ party; 

means for storing the access rights and identifiers 
for the parties within the data; and 

meams for transmitting a bitstream including said 

data. 

I further declare that all statement;; made hereui of my own knowledge are true; 
and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false 
statements and the like so made are punisihable by fine or imprisomnent, or both^ under 
Section 1001 of Title 1 8 of the United Stales Code and that such a wulfiil false statements 
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may jeopardize the validity of the appUcaticin of any patent issued thereon. 
Signed thi s A^^ day o f ^ 2004, 



Signature 
Name 
Title 
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